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This research area of Center for Nanotechnology in Society UCSB IRG 3 (Harthorn), studies nanotech risk perception among experts and publics and methods for engaging diverse US publics in upstream deliberation about new technologies in society.

Published Work: Context Matters1
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Four parallel deliberative workshops were conducted in February 2007, two in the US and two in the UK.  Workshops focused on dialogues about nanotechnology applications in either energy or health & enhancement. 

· Formal and self-directed learning were incorporated through Powerpoint presentations and World Café-style small group discussions. (photo: www.notio.com)
Results:

· Public views in both countries focused on benefits rather than risks.  

· Application context was more salient than nation as a source of difference, with nanotech energy viewed in a more positive and urgent light than health and human enhancement technologies.  

· Subtle differences across countries emerged in views about equitable distribution, trustworthiness of government & industry, and in consumerist attitudes.  Overall, such social risks trumped concerns about technological risks.
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New Study:  Gender, Race, and Equitable Participation and Benefit2 
In Summer 2009, the next phase began with an experimental workshop on nanotechnology deliberation using polling devices.  By immediately projecting polling results, the study explored effects of making minority voices known on the “white male effect” and the dominance of particular voices in the group. (photo: www.iClicker.com)

In Fall 2009, we explore gender as a factor in nanotech risk perception in six public deliberation workshops on nanotech energy and health applications.  This study examines how gender as a between group effect impacts interaction and risk perception in deliberative forums in the US. Comparative analysis with our 2007 US workshops will allow in depth analysis of changing views about benefits and risk.
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