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Scientists and Engineers Without Disciplinary Borders:
Social science and science/engineering Graduate Fellows 
collaborate on research
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A unique and truly interdisciplinary program at CNS-UCSB trains science and engineering graduate fellows in social science research, and provides social science and humanities students access to the expertise and knowledge of their NSE peers. In 2008/09, CNS-UCSB funded 9 Graduate Fellows to work in Interdisciplinary Research Groups mentored by a CNS faculty PI.  In addition to publishing together (since 2006, 8 Fellows have co-authored peer-reviewed publications with CNS), Fellows gain an appreciation of how different fields approach problems, learn to communicate across disciplines and points of view, and take a broader perspective back to their own research and their departments.
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(left) Graduate Research Fellows Tyronne Martin (Chemistry) and Indy Hurt (Geography) explain their nano risk perception research during a poster session.
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(right) Science and Engineering Graduate Fellows tour their social science peers through the Nanofabrication Facility cleanroom at UCSB.   

Graduate Fellows say:

 “I have started to see things (science) in a more political and social way, which I think is a more accurate view…especially when it comes to policy/decision-making.”

 “It’s nice to be able to get feedback from someone with a completely different perspective from my own and be able to bounce ideas off of someone with a different disciplinary background - a good way to make sure things ‘make sense.’ ”

For further information about this program visit www.cns.ucsb.edu or email CNS-UCSB Education Director Julie Dillemuth at julie@cns.ucsb.edu.









