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The Museum of Science, the Exploratorium, and the Science Museum of Minnesota are working together to lead a national Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network, in order to:

· Research, develop, implement, and disseminate educational products and experiences that inform, inspire, and engage public, youth, and professional audiences in nanoscale science, engineering, and technology, and their societal implications.

· Create a sustainable service-oriented infrastructure that can nurture ongoing professional development and innovation in nanoscale informal science education and also grow and adapt to reach new audiences in collaboration with new partners.

· Build lasting bridges between research institutions and their communities through museum and research center collaborations focused on enhancing public engagement with research.
In it’s first two years the NISE Net, then comprised of 15 organizations, built the capacity of a core set of institutions and individuals to develop and present informal nano educational experiences by working together to develop and evaluate a broad range of new programs, exhibits, forums, media and visualizations that address various aspects of nanoscale science and technology.  It also worked to create new connections between various researchers and informal science educators. The goal was to have public nano education activities at 100 sites nationally, but research within the informal science education community in the first two years, showed little institutional commitment or capacity to include nanoscale science and engineering within science museum exhibits and programs.  And so the NISE Net strategy was redirected in year three toward creating both commitment and capacity within science museums to offer nanoscale informal science education.

NanoDays 2008

As a concrete step toward building the number of institutions engaged in offering educational experiences about nanoscale science and technology to the public, the NISE Net launched NanoDays March 29-April 6.  The original intention was to get 30 institutions to participate, but when initial recruitment efforts demonstrated greater interest than expected, the NISE Net produced and distributed 100 NanoDays kits to sites across the U.S. and provided additional access to materials included in the kit over the NISE Net website.
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NanoDays activities occurred throughout the U.S.  March 29- April 6, 2008

Network Building

For many institutions NanoDays was an introduction to providing educational activities to the public about nanoscale science and technology.  For others it was the first time nano researchers and science museum staff partnered in a program of public education. NanoDays was not intended to be an end in itself, but rather a means to building capacity for nano education in a larger network of institutions.  And so NanoDays has been followed by regional workshops conducted at seven network expansion nodes across the country.  These workshops have been designed to further the commitment and capacity for nano education of many of the 2008 NanoDays participant institutions.  The regional network expansion nodes serve as hosts and guides to new network members, helping them to learn about and access the NISE Net’s educational resources.  Two additional network expansion nodes focus on children’s museums, which have expressed an unexpected interest in NanoDays materials, and organizations with particular emphasis on diversity, access, and equity.  Two large professional organizations – the Materials Research Society and the Association of Science-Technology Centers have also worked to build the number of researchers and science museums involved in the activities of the NISE Net.

Catalog
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The Network’s website (www.nisenet.org) includes a catalog of informal educational products developed by the members of the NISE Net using a process of formative evaluation to improve their effectiveness.  These education products range from the table top demonstrations included in the NanoDays kits, to individual exhibits and exhibit packages, to educational programs of various kinds, to media products, graphic products, and all the materials needed to conduct forums that focus on dialogue and deliberation around the societal and environmental implications of various applications of nanotechnology.

Media, exhibits, and programs of various kinds are available from the catalog - www.nisenet.org

The catalog is currently being built.  The online infrastructure is in place and the various educational products are now being loaded into the site.  All materials developed by the NISE Net are freely available, including fabrication drawings for exhibits and everything that can be transmitted electronically.  In the next phase of catalog development, processes for third party contributors will be developed.  NISE Net products will be accompanied by evaluation results and all catalog entries will include a mechanism for user comments.  Users of NISE Net educational products are encouraged to adapt them as appropriate to their needs and audiences and to contribute their modifications to the catalog so they are available to other users.

RISE (Research – Informal Science Education partnerships)
NISE Net is working to foster the development of effective, sustainable educational outreach partnerships primarily between NSF-funded nanoscale science and engineering research centers and informal science education institutions, in order to increase the capacity of these institutions to work together to further the long-term public engagement goals of the NISE Network and of the national research and education communities.  Contact Carol Lynn Alpert – calpert@mos.org if you want to get involved.
Participate in NanoDays 2009

March 28 - April 5

www.nisenet.org
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