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NISE Net funding built capacity in hundreds of organizations but especially in the lead organizations in key areas applicable to nano and other topics 

NISE Net has rebranded itself from “nano” to “national” and taken on a range of topics it has been able to get funding for that 
are spinoffs of NanoDays, Nano mini-exhibitions, professional development, evaluation, and the network itself 
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The rebranded NISE Network is led by  
Paul Martin, Science Museum of Minnesota; 
Rae Ostman, Arizona State University; 
Larry Bell, Museum of Science; and 
an extended leadership group including 
several original NISE Net partners  

A supplemental award allowed 
NISE Net to produce 100 Nano 
kits for partners to use in 
connection with community 
organizations that serve under-
represented youth 

An NSF AISL award (1421179) has allowed NISE 
Net to partner with AAAS and members of the 
synthetic biology community to create kits of hands-
on activities and forum programs to stimulate 
conversations between scientists and publics about 
research, applications and societal implications 

A major award from NASA allows 
the Science Museum of Minnesota 
to lead NISE Net partners in a 5-yr 
project to create and disseminate  
Space and Earth Science activity 
kits and mini-exhibitions nationwide 

An NSF AISL award to ASU will 
engage NISE Net partners in a 
trans-media project to address 
issues suggested by the 
bicentennial of the publication 
of Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein 

An NSF AISL award (1612482) allows NISE 
Net to partner with ACS to identify aspects 
of ISE activities that can raise publics’ 
interest, sense of relevance, and feelings of 
self-efficacy with respect to chemistry, and 
to distribute such activities in 250 kits 

ASU (CNS), MOS (NISE Net), and other partners formed ECAST to engage publics in technology assessment and related policy questions, 
which is a spinoff of CNS Citizens’ Technology Forums and NISE Net Forum Programs 

ECAST founding members include Arizona State University, 
Museum of Science, Loka Institute, SciStarter, and Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars. Additional partners 
have joined in recent projects. ECAST creates peer-to-peer 
deliberations to inform citizens about and solicit their input on 
science and technology policy issues. 

ECAST coordinated U.S. 
participation in World-Wide Views 
on biodiversity citizen consultation 
including special question for U.S. 
and reporting on U.S. participant 
outcomes. 

NASA funded ASU to work 
with MOS and ECAST 
partners to get public input 
to the Asteroid Grand 
Challenge and the 
Asteroid Redirect Mission 

ECAST coordinated U.S. participation 
in World-Wide Views on Climate and 
Energy coordinated world-wide by the 
Danish Board of Technology 
Foundation and Missions Publique 
France. 

ECAST contracted by the Department 
of Energy to design participatory 
engagement process for DOE’s 
consent-based citing initiative at five 
sites across the U.S. 

Led by Arizona State University and 
the Museum of Science, the project 
will develop citizen forums hosted 
by regional science centers to 
create a new, replicable model for 
learning and engagement.  
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