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Vinayak P. Dravid received his B.Tech. from IIT Bombay, India; and Ph.D. from Lehigh University. He is Professor of Materials Science & Engineering, founding Director of Northwestern University Atomic and Nanoscale Characterization Experimental (NUANCE) Center, and Global Program Coordinator.
His cross-disciplinary research revolves around nanoscale phenomena in materials in broad areas of nanotechnology, energy, and at the interface of engineering, physical and biomedical sciences – specifically synthesis, patterning, and microscopy of nanostructured materials, biomolecular nanopatterns (DNA/proteins), and interfaces between inorganic nanostructures and biomolecules. Professor Dravid serves on advisory panels and committees for several industries, start-ups, and government agencies. He is co-founder of Nanosonix, which commercializes his IP related to non-invasive imaging and biochemical sensing.
His research honors include: Elected Fellow of MRS, the Microscopy Society of America (MSA), the American Ceramic Society (ACerS) and the APS. He is the recipient of the American Ceramic Society’s Robert L. Coble Award and Richard M. Fulrath Award, MSA’s Burton Medal, IBM’s Faculty Development Award. Among teaching honors, he was twice elected to Northwestern University’s Faculty Honor Roll for excellence in teaching.
