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[image: image1]The goal of this project was to investigate the multiple studies of perceived risks of nanotechnologies to identify challenges posed for health and safety regulators, and to understand emerging trends in public judgments of both benefit and risk. 
We conducted a meta-analysis of all quantitative surveys of nanotechnology risk perceptions and attitudes published from their first appearance in 2000 through January 2009.
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RESULTS

· most people see benefits as outweighing risks; there is little evidence for risk aversion toward nanotechnologies per se
· a very large number of respondents across studies (average of 39%) have reserved or declined judgment (that is, they refuse to acknowledge risk or benefit)
· more positive judgments of nanotechnology are driven by both familiarity and knowledge of the technologies, which is itself a limited subset of most representative samples
· few studies have examined in depth the ideas that have most characterized studies of risk including those on the social attenuation and amplification of risk through media and other social institutions, as well as the role of intuitions about toxicology and their influence of judgments of risk and benefit.
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