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Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship (IGERT)
The Program
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The challenges facing the nation today demand the creative teamwork of people from multiple disciplines and multiple backgrounds. The IGERT program is positioned to produce the leading scientists and engineers of the future by jump-starting transformative interdisciplinary research and using it as the foundation for imaginative graduate education. Prepared for the careers of the 21st century, IGERT graduates enter the workforce ready to make America more competitive in our global economy. 

The IGERT program provides graduate students with exceptional training on transformative interdisciplinary themes, many in areas of national priority. Approximately 1,500 graduate students are funded yearly, at $30K per year plus $10.5K for cost of education. 
· 25 new awards to institutions were made for FY 2009. Some awards were made to new institutions and some awards were made to previously funded institutions.
· For the FY 2010 funding cycle, there will be approximately 20 new awards
· Each award is made for 5 year duration.
Models/Methods/Tools:
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Traineeships: Provide highly qualified graduate students in STEM disciplines with interdisciplinary training and professional development opportunities to prepare them to be leaders in their chosen fields. 
· Collaborations: Each IGERT uses unique sets of collaborations across laboratories, disciplines, departments, colleges and institutions; regions, states, and countries; industry and non-profit organizations. Within the NSF, IGERT in DGE collaborates with other offices and directorates for the requisite expertise and perspectives for graduate education across disciplines.
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Innovative Educational Methods: IGERT programs have features such as collaborative mentoring, multi-disciplinary graduate student research teams, laboratory rotations across disciplines, student-lead workshops and meetings, intensive summer projects and courses, experiences outside the university, new curricula (some designed by students), and new doctoral degree programs.   
Success/Impacts:

· Since the program’s inception, 240 awards have been made.  During FY 2009 over 1500 students were funded. Over the entire duration of the program, ~5200 doctoral students have received funding. 110 lead institutions in 43 states plus D.C. and Puerto Rico have hosted IGERT programs. 
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Short-term successes include multiple student awards and prizes, thousands of student publications, and national recognition for interdisciplinary projects. As of FY 2009, several hundred IGERT students have graduated; success in obtaining excellent postdoctoral positions and faculty appointments is reported. [image: image8.jpg]
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