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Summary:  The Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network (NSF ESI 0532536) seeks to foster partnerships between research centers and informal science education institutions, in order to increase their capacity to work together to engage public and K-12 audiences in learning and thinking about nanoscale science and engineering, potential applications and impacts.   This effort, led by NISE Net Co-PI C. L. Alpert, and based at the Museum of Science, Boston, is partly informed by long-standing education outreach collaborations between the two Boston/Cambridge based Nanoscale Science and Engineering Centers and the Museum of Science, Boston (MOS).  These collaborations are being presented at the 2008 NSF NSE Grantees Meeting as a case study of the productivity and impact that can be reached through such partnership efforts.

Background:  The two NSECs each included extensive five-year education outreach partnership plans with MOS in their initial proposals to NSF and allocated funds for them through subawards.  MOS hired dedicated education associates and multimedia producers to develop and deliver a diverse portfolio of public engagement and professional development programs and media in collaboration with the researchers and students associated with the two research centers on an ongoing basis. 

Outcomes:  The partners have produced an extensive portfolio of exhibits, videos, multimedia, live daily museum presentations, guest researcher events, forums, NanoDays events, a juggling show, cable news stories, podcasts, science communication workshops for early career researchers and educator symposia.  Audience reach is in the hundreds of thousands.  The partnerships help educators and their audiences become more familiar with nanoscale research and helped researchers develop new skills in engaging broad audiences.  These activities and their audiences are detailed on the accompanying poster.

Research & Evaluation: The partners participate in an extensive program of evaluation of all major activities.  Activities are improved based on formative evaluation by the MOS Research & Evaluation team and then re-assessed by an independent evaluation firm, Multimedia Research. 

For more information or consultation on forming 

a research center –informal science education partnership, contact rise@nisenet.org

