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While “size matters” is a ubiquitous theme in nanotech research, this comparative study found that the context, both national/cultural and type of application, matters a great deal in determining public response to specific nanotechnologies. 
The goal of this study was to devise a cross-cultural protocol for studying public deliberation of nanotechnology applications. Four parallel deliberative workshops were conducted in February 2007, two in the US and two in the UK.  The workshops focused upon nanotechnology applications in energy and human health and enhancement and recruited diverse groups matched in composition to local demographics. The 4.5 hour single session meetings included balanced presentations of known and potential benefits and risks, and a “world café” type session for self-directed learning.
Public views in both countries focused on benefits rather than risks.  Application context was more salient than nation as a source of difference, with nanotech energy viewed in a more positive and urgent light than health and human enhancement technologies.  Subtle differences across countries emerged in views about equitable distribution, trustworthiness, and in consumerist attitudes.  Overall, societal implications trumped concerns about technological implications for risk.
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